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Information on Use of Masks 

Students will be required to wear masks at all times, including on buses. The District understands that 

wearing a face covering for prolonged periods is a challenge and will provide mask breaks for students to 

remove their face covering throughout the day while in their classroom at their desks (student desks are 

spaced six feet apart and students are able to appropriately social distance). Students will also be 

permitted to remove their masks during mealtimes but will be required to put their mask back on after 

they finish eating their meals.  

Staff will be required to wear masks at all times. The District understands that wearing a face covering for 

prolonged periods is a challenge and will provide mask breaks for staff to remove their face covering 

throughout the day while in their classroom, provided there is appropriate social distancing. Staff will be 

permitted to remove their masks during mealtimes but will be required to put their mask back on after 

they finish eating their meals. Any employee who is in a room/office with 4 or less occupants and are 

socially distanced by at least 6 ft, a mask is not required. 

General Considerations for Use of Cloth Masks  

Appropriate and consistent use of cloth face coverings is most important when students, teachers, and 

staff are indoors and when social distancing of at least 6 feet is difficult to implement or maintain. 

Cloth face coverings should not be placed on: 

• Anyone who has trouble breathing  

• Anyone who is unable to remove the cloth face covering without assistance 

Appropriate and consistent use of cloth face coverings may be challenging for some students, teachers, and 

staff, including: 

• Younger students, such as those in early elementary school 

• Students, teachers, and staff with severe asthma or other breathing difficulties 

• Students, teachers, and staff with special educational or healthcare needs, including intellectual 

and developmental disabilities, mental health conditions, and sensory concerns or tactile sensitivity 

• Students, teachers, and staff with special educational or healthcare needs, including intellectual 

and developmental disabilities, mental health conditions, and sensory concerns or tactile sensitivity  

Students 

If your child fits in any of the below categories under “General Considerations for Use of Cloth Masks,” it is 

recommended that you consult with their healthcare provider to get further guidance on wearing a mask. 

Additionally, should your child require an accommodation please contact your child’s building principal. 

Staff 

Any staff member who fits in any of the below categories under “General Considerations for Use of Cloth 

Masks,” should consult with their healthcare provider to get further guidance on wearing a mask. 

Additionally, should a staff member require an accommodation please contact the Assistant 

Superintendent for Educational Services. 
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Protocols for a student with a potential COVID-19 exposure or a confirmed case 
of COVID-19 and return to in-person learning 

 
o The District-Wide nurse practitioner will gather all pertinent information and contact the 

Assistant Superintendent for Support Services 
o The Assistant Superintendent for Support Services will brief all appropriate District staff 
o The Assistant Superintendent for Support Services and the District-Wide nurse practitioner 

will contact the County Health Department and share all pertinent information  

• The District will work with County Health Officials to determine the best course of 
action 

• Return to in person learning for the student who was exposed to COVID-19 or 
has a confirmed case of COVID-19 will involve a consultation between the 
District-Wide nurse practitioner and local health department officials 

• In general, individuals should be sent to their primary care physician for a 
health screening. If they are not diagnosed by their physician or test negative 
the student can return 24 hours after symptoms, including the fever 
subsiding. If they test positive or are otherwise diagnosed with COVID-19, the 
student will need to isolate for at least 10 days from the initial onset of 
symptoms and need to be symptom free for at least 3 days. 

• School will maintain a list of students whom the individual may have been in 
contact with (e.g. – classroom seating chart, bus seating if applicable, 
cafeteria, etc…) 
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Procedures for Potential School Closure due to a Confirmed COVID-19 Case 

 
o The District will consult with county health officials to determine the best course of 

action for the student population such as, entire school closure or particular 
cohorts/classrooms remain home for a period of time. The length of time for school 
closure or particular cohorts/classrooms remaining at home will be determined in 
consultation with county health officials 
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Health Screening Questionnaire for Students including Daily Temperature 

Screenings 

The District will be utilizing a website to perform daily health screening for students. 

Parents/Guardians must submit their survey prior to sending your student to school each day. 

After submitting the survey, you will receive notification that you child(ren) are “approved” to 

enter the building or “not approved” to enter the building. The survey can be completed on a 

computer and/or via a phone. We will verify the health screening on the first day that students 

in each group report to school each week. If we do not receive the verification that the health 

screening has been completed parents/guardians will be contacted. 

In addition, temperature checks for all students entering the building will conducted daily and 

will have the following protocols: 

▪ Student protocols – Per NYSDOH schools are prohibited from keeping records of 
student, staff and visitor health data but are permitted to maintain records that confirm 
individuals were screened and the result of the screening 

o Daily temperature checks will be conducted prior to students entering the 
building 

▪ Student temperatures will be checked at the designated entry location 
and any student whose temperature is greater than 100.0 F will be taken 
to the isolation room for further evaluation 

 

Note: Please refer to the Daily Health Screening letter for further 

directions 
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Protocol for Sending a Student to the Health Office 

 

o Staff member will contact the health office that they are sending a student to the health 
office 

o Sign to be placed on outside of health office door stating to please wait here before 
entering. If there are several students waiting to see the nurse, arrangements will be in 
place to have students wait at least 6 feet apart. 

o Students will be met outside the health office by a nurse before entering 
▪ If student needs general first aid (e.g. band-aid, ice pack, etc..) a screening does 

not need to occur 
o The nurse will do the following if student states they do not feel well: 

▪ Conduct a temperature check 
▪ Ask a brief series of questions to screen for COVID-19 
▪ Assess whether any chronic health conditions the student may have present the 

same symptoms as COVID-19 but are neither contagious nor pose a public 
health threat 

o If the student clears the screening, then the student will enter the health office 
o If the student has symptoms of COVID-19 that are unrelated to his/her chronic health 

condition the following will occur: 
▪ The student will be given a mask (if they do not have one) and be brought to the 

designated isolation room 
▪ The nurse will contact the District-Wide nurse practitioner 
▪ The student will remain in the isolation room until they are released to a 

parent/guardian 
▪ The nurse/District-Wide nurse practitioner will begin asking a serious of 

questions to assist with potential contact tracing and follow-up questions 
▪ The student will be released to their parent/guardian and instructed not to 

return until they have been cleared by a medical professional 
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Hand and Respiratory Hygiene Tip Sheet 

 

Students must practice good hygiene to help reduce the spread of COVID-19. Proper hand 
hygiene includes the following: 

• Traditional hand washing (with soap and warm water, lathering for a minimum of 20 
seconds), which is the preferred method; 

• Use of alcohol-based sanitizers (60 % alcohol or greater) when soap and water are not 
available, and hands are visibly dirty; 

• At a minimum, students should follow good hand hygiene practices when: 
o Entering the building and classroom 
o After using shared objects or surfaces (e.g. electronic devices, musical 

instruments, writing utensils, desks or table tops); 
o Before and after snacks, breakfast, and lunch; 
o After using the bathroom; 
o Helping a student with toileting; 
o After sneezing, wiping or blowing their nose, or coughing into their hands; 
o Before putting on and after taking off their face covering; 
o Upon coming in from outside the building; and 
o Anytime hands are visibly soiled 

 
The District will provide adequate facilities and supplies for hand washing, including soap and 
water.  In addition, the District will provide hand sanitizer throughout common areas (e.g. 
entrances, cafeteria). 
 
The COVID-19 virus spreads from person to person in droplets produced by cough and sneezes. 
Therefore, the following proper respiratory hygiene should be followed: 

• Cough or sneeze in your elbow to cover your mouth and nose; 

• Cough or sneeze into a tissue (dispose of the tissue following the use and then perform 
proper hand hygiene) 
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Training Protocols and Building Signage 
 

o The District-Wide nurse practitioner has worked with the Ulster BOCES Health and 
Safety representative and the Assistant Superintendent for Support Services on 
developing a training PowerPoint 

▪ A PowerPoint of training materials that address proper hygiene, signs and 
symptoms of COVID-19, social distancing, proper use of PPE, and respiratory 
hygiene have been developed (PowerPoint will be attached to the document) 

 
o The following signs have been displayed in each building 

▪ Promote proper handwashing 
▪ Promote everyday protective measures 
▪ How to stop the spread of COVID-19 
▪ How to properly wear face coverings 
▪ How to properly store and when necessary discard PPE 
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Protocol for providing accommodations for students who are at high risk 
or live with a person at high risk 

 
If a student, or someone residing in their household, is in a high risk group, the parent/guardian should 
consult with their healthcare provider regarding prevention and provisions for best meeting the needs 
of their child/children in school, while protecting their health and safety, and to receive advisement on 
participating in in-person instruction.  The District will work with the families to determine appropriate 
accommodations, which may include receiving distance/remote instruction. The parent/guardian must 
contact the building administrator to further discuss. 
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Daily Cleaning Guidelines – COVID-19 

The District will comply with CDC school reopening guidance for cleaning and disinfections.  Students 
will not be present when disinfectants are in use and will not participate in cleaning and/or disinfection 
activities.  The District will maintain logs that include the date, time and scope of cleaning and 
disinfection in a school or area. 
 
 

1. Throughout the day the following must occur 
a. Day custodians all must have a spray bottle to utilize to do the following throughout the 

day: 
i. All door handles cleaned 

ii. Wipe down railings where applicable 
iii. Wipe down tabletops where applicable 
iv. Light switches cleaned  
v. All exterior doors cleaned (both inside and outside) 

vi. Cafeteria doors cleaned  
vii. Cafeteria tables/desks to be cleaned after each service 

viii. Gymnasium doors cleaned  
ix. Clean high touch glass areas 
x. Bathrooms cleaned each hour  

b. Night Custodians 
i. All desktops, countertops and tables are to be cleaned daily with the following 

procedures: 
1. Use soap and water first 
2. Then use disinfectant solution 

ii. Light switches in each room/area (gymnasium, etc…) are cleaned  
iii. Phones and keyboards wiped down 
iv. All door handles are cleaned   
v. All faucets and sinks are cleaned 

vi. All uninvent tops cleaned daily 
vii. All bathrooms are cleaned 

1. Toilets 
2. Sinks 
3. Door handles in stalls 
4. Door handles entering and exiting the bathrooms 

viii. All exterior doors are cleaned 
ix. Clean high touch glass areas 
x. Nursing offices deep cleaned nightly 

xi. Offices desktops cleaned nightly 

 

 

 

 



11 
 

 

 

EXAMPLES OF 

POSTED 

SIGNAGE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



12 
 

 

 

 

 



13 
 

 

 

 

 

 



14 
 

 

 

 

 

 



15 
 

 

 

 

 

 



16 
 

 

 

 

 

 



17 
 

 

 

 



18 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Health Screening 

Letter 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WCSD 
Wnlll,ill Ceutral Sc1iool District, 19 Mniu Street, PO Box 310 Wnlll,ill, New Yol'lc 12589

(845) 895-7102, Fax: (845) 895-3630

Brfrm Devi11ce11zi 

Assistant S11peri11teude11t for S11pport Services 

September 3, 2020 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

In order to safely reopen, there are a number of health and safety protocols the District must 
implement, including a process to have all students pe,form a daily health screening when reporting lo 

school/or in-person learning. Therefore, parents shall be expected to comply with the following 
process/or each of their children on days they are reporting to school/or in-person learning: 

1. Use the link below prior to reporting to school each day (/111/c will be pl{lced 011 t!,e district

l,omepage):

https://entrv. nerlc. org/Wallkl 1/CSD-Student
2. Choose the school your child is assigned lo
3. Read the questions and click the radio button that applies
4. Enter your child's first and last name, your email address and then click submit
5. Based on your response a screen will appear that will state you are "approved" or "not

approved" to enter the building

If you are using a computer to complete the daily screening, it is recommentled that 

you use Chrome llS your web b1·owser. Plellse note that the form clln be completed vill 

computer or phone. 

If your child is not approved to enter the building, you must contact the school and report your child's 
absence. 

Additionally, please note that the District is responsible for periodically verifying that the daily health 
screenings are being completed/or students. We have attached a calendar that shows the days when 
the health screening verification/or each group will be conducted. Jf·we do not receive the verification 

on the designated day (see attached calenda11 that the health screening has been completed, we will be 
contacting parents/guardians. 

If you have any questions or need assistance, please contact my office at 895-7102. 

Sincerely, 

e!:__ \f:?
'

\ 

Brian Devincenzi 

Assistant Superintendent for Support Services 
COVID-19 Safety Coordinator 

https://entry.neric.org/WallkillCSD-Student
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COVID-19 

SAFETY TRAINING
for

Students



SOCIAL DISTANCING

 Whenever possible, maintain a minimum of 

six feet between you and other students or adults.



FACE COVERINGS for STUDENTS

Students will be required to wear masks at all times, including 

school buses, except during mealtimes. If you do not have a face 

covering the district will provide you with one.



HOW TO WEAR FACE 

COVERINGS (MASKS)

 Wash your hands or use hand sanitizer before putting on your 

mask.

 Make sure your mask fits snug and covers your nose and mouth.

 Avoid touching or readjusting your mask unless you have washed 

your hands or used hand sanitizer first.  

 Disposable masks should be disposed of at the end of the day.

 Before you remove your mask at the end of the day, wash your 

hands before and after removing the mask or use hand sanitizer.



HOW TO WEAR FACE 

COVERINGS (MASKS)



HAND HYGIENE
Hand Washing

The best way to ensure proper hand hygiene is frequent washing with soap and 

water. Wash hands for at least 20 seconds and make sure you pay special attention 

to cleaning your thumbs, they are involved in virtually all hand-related activities. 

Rinse hands thoroughly and dry with clean paper towels or air dryers, if provided. 

Hand Sanitizer

When you cannot properly wash your hands, use hand sanitizer. Hand sanitizers 

are not effective on hands that are dirty or greasy/grimy. Apply sanitizer to one 

palm and rub hands together, covering all fingers and your thumbs.



Proper Handwashing



KEEPING PERSONAL ITEMS APART

Do not share personal items or objects. 

Work with your teacher to ensure your personal 

belongings are labeled and separated from the 

belongings of other students.  DO NOT share food 

or drink.



COUGHING/SNEEZING

Cough or sneeze into your 

elbow, not into your hands.



Do Not Drink From Water Fountains

 Do not drink directly from water 

fountains.

 Water fountains should only be 

used to fill water bottles.

 Each school building has bottle 

filler stations use those as much as 

possible to fill bottles.

 Please make sure to hydrate 

appropriately during warm weather.



Additional Resources

 The links below can be viewed to watch about proper handwashing and 

donning of a mask

 Click here for video link on donning a mask

 https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/videos.html

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ML3n1c0FHDI
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/videos.html
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Background 
On March 13, 2020 Ulster County Executive Patrick Ryan joined the Executives from Orange and 

Dutchess County ordering all schools in those counties to close for two weeks. On March 17, 2020 

Governor Andrew Cuomo closed all schools in New York, and on May 1, 2020 he ordered further 

closures through June and called for school districts to create school re-opening plans for the Fall. On 

Friday, August 7, 2020 Governor Cuomo announced that all school districts in New York are permitted to 

re-open pending approval of their re-opening plan by New York State Education Department. The 

Governor required each district to post their plans on testing, contact tracing and distance learning. On 

Tuesday, August 11, 2020 Ulster County Executive Ryan met with school district superintendents and 

agreed that the Ulster County Department of Health will assist in drafting county-wide plans for testing 

and contact tracing.   

Pursuant to the Interim Guidance for In-Person Instruction at Pre-K to Grade 12 Schools during the 

COVID-19 Public Health Emergency (https://forward.ny.gov/phase-four-industries) developed by the 

New York State Department of Health, this document contains the required Testing and Contact Tracing 

plans for each school district in Ulster County (“Responsible Parties”). 

Purpose of Testing and Tracing Plans 
Containment of COVID-19 outbreaks is a key component in returning to school safely, since the 

alternatives – indefinite school closures or uncontrolled community spread – are unacceptably harmful 

to students, staff and our communities. In order to prevent and contain outbreaks, it is essential that 

schools have the means to quickly identify individuals who may be infectious and prevent them from 

spreading COVID-19 to others.  

https://forward.ny.gov/phase-four-industries
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Ideally, containment strategies rely on rapid, frequent, and accurate diagnostic testing to identify 

positive cases, followed by identification of contacts who may have been exposed and containment of 

further spread through isolation and quarantine. Testing identifies positive cases who are quickly 

isolated and monitored, case investigation and contact tracing identifies and quarantines possible 

exposures to limit further spread. 

However, while testing capacity in Ulster County is adequate to support current levels of social and 

economic activity, it is likely that the reintroduction of in-person learning at all ages and in all locations 

may cause testing demand to exceed capacity, severely reducing our ability to contain community 

spread through traditional contact tracing methods. Ulster County is working with all testing partners to 

monitor and improve turnaround time, with a goal of reducing it to 48 hours or less in order to facilitate 

a testing-based protocol for case identification in the County’s school districts. 

Until testing capacity increases and turnaround times fall, our interim strategy to allow schools to 

reopen relies on pre-emptive screening to identify suspected COVID-19 cases, so that appropriate steps 

may be taken to isolate infectious individuals, identify potential exposures, and pre-emptively limit 

further exposures through targeted quarantines.  

Ulster County Support for District Schools During the COVID-19 

Pandemic 
The Executive Director for Ulster County stands ready to provide the District support necessary to 

mitigate the impact of COVID-19 on our schools.  The Primary point of contact to coordinate that 

support will be Dan Proctor our Director of COVID-19 Operations for the Ulster County Department of 

Health (UCDOH).  He can be reached at dproctor@co.ulster.ny.us or at any time via phone: (917) 796-

5390.   

Alternatively feel free to reach out to Marc Ryder our Deputy County Executive mrid@co.ulster.ny.us or 

(845) 551-6176.  In addition, Ulster County will have individuals in the Recover Service Center (RSC) well-

versed in the guidance promulgated in this document that will be able to address routine questions.  

They can be reach at (845) 443-8888 or https://covid19.ulstercountyny.gov/ 

Finally, NYS has provided the County a State employee to work as a liaison between the UCDOH and 

District schools to help ensure the County and the State understands and best meets District needs.  The 

liaison is Samantha Mercado and she can be reach at (845) 283-3733 or 

samantha.mercado@health.ny.gov  Her role will be developed thorough discussion with the District and 

UCDOH; however, at a minimum she will coordinate with the District on changes to NYS COVID-19 

guidance, provide COVID educational service in person or virtually, participate in any meeting the 

District would like to have on the virus or mitigation strategies, and will coordinate with all parties 

(District health care stakeholders, LHD, LHD Recovery Service Center (RSC) operators, Case Investigators, 

Contact Tracers, and CommCare supervisors) to ensure the fidelity of COVID-19 data shared by UCDOH, 

the State and the District.   

In addition to COVID specific support, the UCDOH offers a variety of health education documents, 
webinars and instructions that can be tailored to the specific needs of the District.  Point of contact for 
this service is Vin Martello, Director of Community Health Relations,  vmrt@co.ulster.ny.us. Phone:  
O: 845.334.5585/ M: 845.849.8120  

mailto:dproctor@co.ulster.ny.us
mailto:mrid@co.ulster.ny.us
https://covid19.ulstercountyny.gov/
mailto:samantha.mercado@health.ny.gov
mailto:vmrt@co.ulster.ny.us
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District Testing Plan 
NYSDOH Plan Requirements 

The plan needs to include where the testing will take place and who will be providing the 

testing and what circumstances the testing will occur and describe how the district will work 

with local departments of health. 

 

Each District will implement a testing protocol and procedure that is designed to prevent outbreaks 

while supporting in-person learning to the greatest extent possible. This requires districts to: 

• Establish and implement a screening process for all students, staff, faculty and visitors (including 
vendors and contractors) 

• Identify where testing will take place, who will provide testing, and under what circumstances 
individuals will be tested 

• Describe how these protocols and procedures will be coordinated with the efforts of the UCDOH  
 

After Reopening 
Upon the resumption of in-person instruction, whether for the entire district student population or a 

subset of students, the District will implement a screening process consistent with the process described 

in this plan. The screening process will remain active until such time as the NYSDOH or UCDOH approves 

changes to the screening process. 

The purpose of the Screening Process will be to proactively identify potential cases prior to the 

confirmation of positive cases through testing. This will enhance containment of spread of the virus to 

supplement ‘normal’ Contact Tracing of laboratory-confirmed cases.  

Screening Process to Identify Suspected Cases 
Each District must implement mandatory health screenings, including temperature checks, of students, 

faculty, staff, and, where applicable, contractors, vendors, and visitors to identify any individuals who 

may have COVID-19 or who may have been exposed to the COVID-19 virus. 

Specifically, all individuals must have their temperature checked each day. If an individual presents a 

temperature of greater than 100.0°F, the individual must be denied entry into the facility or sent directly 

to a dedicated area prior to being picked up or otherwise sent home.  

UCDOH recommends that Districts also implement a remote health screening procedure, which is to be 

self-administered and self-reported prior to an individual’s entry into school facilities. As appropriate 

these remote screenings may be performed via electronic survey, digital application, telephone or other 

means, and may involve the parent/legal guardian. 

The District will also designate one or more qualified individuals to conduct a secondary screening 

process for any student, staff, contractor, vendor, or visitor who presents with symptoms consistent 

with COVID-19 or who has reason to believe they may have been exposed to someone with COVID-19 

(See Model Screening Questionnaire in Attachment 1). 
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If a student, faculty member or staff fail to report to school as request and are absent for more than one 

day, the team screening the returning individual must ascertain whether the individual manifested any 

COVID-19 associated symptoms during their absence. 

Guidance for schools that use buses to convey students to school 
Consistent with State-issued public transit guidance, schools must develop protocols and procedures, which 

include a requirement for individuals to wear acceptable face coverings at all times on school buses (e.g., 

entering, exiting, and seated), and that individuals should maintain appropriate social distancing, unless they 

are members of the same household. ”Further, responsible parties must ensure operator compliance with 

Executive Order 202.18 which requires that employees operating public transit vehicles must wear face 

covering or masks which cover the nose and the mouth when passengers are present.” 

Managing Ill Students, Staff and Faculty 
There are three general scenarios schools will face regarding the management of ill or potentially ill 

students, staff or faculty:  The first is an individual presents with non-COVID-19 related symptoms, e.g. 

earache or muscular skeletal injury.  In these cases where there are no COVID-19 symptoms the school 

health care team can use their standard medical protocols. In the case of individuals with COVID-19 

associated symptoms, a history of contact with positive COVID-19 or an individual that has a positive 

test, the school should follow the recommendations released in the NYSDOH Pre-K to GR 12 COVID Tool 

Kit as identified in the following 8 charts.  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.governor.ny.gov%2Fnews%2Fno-20218-continuing-temporary-suspension-and-modification-laws-relating-disaster-emergency&data=04%7C01%7Cdpro%40co.ulster.ny.us%7Cdd13837bae8048e8efa008d87120dcbb%7C9eeb6ad135c044d88e8bf0e5c44ca2a3%7C0%7C0%7C637383733241314817%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=B%2FmmJ%2BMROKLFiJ8vj62XzZ%2BKX22Ekx6RAYnHUMqRVW4%3D&reserved=0
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Guidance for handling Contacts to Students, Faculty or Staff that Have COVID-19 like Symptoms 
The incubation period for COVID-19 is 2 days to 14 days from exposure, therefore it is important for 

school personnel to ascertain when the individual first had symptoms. During the first 48 hours from 

symptom onset the district is not required to send home contacts of the individual with symptoms but 

should direct the symptomatic individual to quarantine and contact their healthcare provider for further 

evaluation and testing. During these 48 hours the district should work with the Ulster County Health 

Department (UCDOH) to identify contacts to the symptomatic individual and wait for test results, or an 

alternative diagnosis from the healthcare provider. If no results or alternative diagnosis are received 

within 48 hours, the school and UCDOH will consider the individual as a positive case and will quarantine 

and isolate contacts accordingly. If negative results are received sometime after the 48 hours, contacts 

will be treated as recommended on page C-3 of the NYSDOH Pre-K to GR 12 COVID Tool Kit. 

If the symptomatic individual fails to provide the schools with a negative test result or a note from their 

Health Care Provider (HCP), all Close Contacts to the symptomatic individual from 48 hours prior to the 

development of his or her symptoms until exclusion of the symptomatic individual will be required to 

quarantine. A Close Contact is anyone who was within 6 feet of a suspected or confirmed case for a 
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continuous period of 10 minutes or more.  The decision on whether to quarantine Proximal Contacts 

(individuals who have had brief close encounters or extended encounters at a distance greater than 6 

feet with a suspected or confirmed case) to an individual displaying COVID-19 like symptoms will be 

made by the school heath care staff in consultation with the UCDOH.  

Reporting Cases  
The District Nurse Practitioner and/or the Assistant Superintendent for Support Services will provide 

timely notifications within 1 hour to the Ulster County Department of Health (UCDOH) whenever the 

school receives a positive test report on a student, faculty or staff member (reporting instructions are 

provided in the following paragraph). 

Reporting Cases or Suspected Cases 
If an individual is suspected of having COVID-19 and has not received, within 48 hours of the onset of 

their symptoms, a neg COVID-19 test report or a note from their HCP identifying an alternative 

diagnosis, the school must notify the UCDOH. Notifications should be accomplished using the UCDOH 

Case/Suspected Case notification form which is online here: UCDOH Case or Suspected Case Notification 

Form.    The schools should fill out the form with as much information as possible and then click the 

submit button at the bottom of the form.  Doing so allows the data to populate a spread sheet used to 

ensure the Dept has an accurate understanding of Covid-19 activity at the school.  Case/Suspected Case 

data can also be submitted via secure fax to 845-340-3162 or by email to tracing@co.ulster.ny.us 

If submitting by fax or email, the information submitted must include at a minimum the date of the 
positive test and the laboratory that reported the results, or the date that a symptomatic individual 
becomes a suspected case (again, after 48 hours since the onset of symptoms); the name and contact 
information of the individual, the role of the individual (student, faculty or staff) and, in the case of 
minors, their parent/guardian (including a valid phone number); and the district building/facility at 
which the individual works or attends instruction. 
 

UCDOH Reporting to the District Schools 
Governor Cuomo signed an executive order on September 9 that requires all schools update the 
NYSDOH COVID-19 Report Card.  The COVID-19 Report Card will provide parents, teachers, students and 
all New Yorkers with comprehensive data updated on a daily basis, including: Positive infections by date 
of students & staff by school & school district whether school/district (& student and staff) are remote, 
in-person, or hybrid; Number of students and staff on-site; Percentage of on-site students & staff who 
test positive; Number of tests administered by the school, test type, lab used and lag time 
Date of last submission/update 
 

As the school medical staff may not be aware of all COVID-19 testing results, Local Health Departments 

(LHD) are required to assist in the reporting by ensuring all schools have accurate records of all cases 

that have been reported during the last 24 hours.  The LHD will consolidate the positive test reporting 

for the district from the state and include any test results that are presented to the district by individuals 

that have obtained  rapid tests (or other test results that the State may not be aware of) and 

subsequently reported to the LHD  via the  UCDOH Case or Suspected Case Notification Form. The Ulster 

County Health Department will provide the school district by 2 PM daily a consolidated list of Positive 

infections by date of students, faculty & staff by school. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3D0WrrnsA12ESOi_DlxEyio9viM4k--e5Etoe8mz4TcoRUNzYxOFRVUTNNUEgxQTJURE5TM1g0MlBPVCQlQCN0PWcu&data=02%7C01%7Cdpro%40co.ulster.ny.us%7C42e2e7218162444b67d508d860bf2ed5%7C9eeb6ad135c044d88e8bf0e5c44ca2a3%7C0%7C0%7C637365721530693381&sdata=w0TOBefpIzksFfrqZoy6LE%2B3g4yCuAMKAXIDh321ydg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3D0WrrnsA12ESOi_DlxEyio9viM4k--e5Etoe8mz4TcoRUNzYxOFRVUTNNUEgxQTJURE5TM1g0MlBPVCQlQCN0PWcu&data=02%7C01%7Cdpro%40co.ulster.ny.us%7C42e2e7218162444b67d508d860bf2ed5%7C9eeb6ad135c044d88e8bf0e5c44ca2a3%7C0%7C0%7C637365721530693381&sdata=w0TOBefpIzksFfrqZoy6LE%2B3g4yCuAMKAXIDh321ydg%3D&reserved=0
https://schoolcovidreportcard.health.ny.gov/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3D0WrrnsA12ESOi_DlxEyio9viM4k--e5Etoe8mz4TcoRUNzYxOFRVUTNNUEgxQTJURE5TM1g0MlBPVCQlQCN0PWcu&data=02%7C01%7Cdpro%40co.ulster.ny.us%7C42e2e7218162444b67d508d860bf2ed5%7C9eeb6ad135c044d88e8bf0e5c44ca2a3%7C0%7C0%7C637365721530693381&sdata=w0TOBefpIzksFfrqZoy6LE%2B3g4yCuAMKAXIDh321ydg%3D&reserved=0
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Students or staff who have been identified as suspected of COVID-19 or who are identified as close or 

proximate exposures to a suspected or confirmed case will be referred to their primary care physician or 

to one of the County’s testing partners to receive a COVID-19 diagnostic test. The District will not 

directly provide testing to students and staff but will make referrals through the individual’s primary 

care physician or the UCDOH.  

There are several privately-operated testing sites throughout Ulster County, and more information can 

be found by calling (845) 443-8888 or at https://covid19.ulstercountyny.gov/get-tested/ 

Any individual who is suspected of COVID-19 will be ordered by the UCDOH to quarantine pending the 

results of testing. The District will require a note from their primary care physician that they are 

medically cleared to return to school or a negative COVID-19 test, with a specimen collection date on or 

after the date they have been identified as a suspected case, in order to return prior to the completion 

of the quarantine. If they test positive for COVID-19 they will need to go through the UCDOH isolation 

protocol and be released from isolation by the UCDOH prior to returning to in-person learning. 

The district will not mandate testing in order to return to school, but if a test is refused, the person 

suspected of being COVID-positive will need a note from their primary care physician that they have a 

diagnosis that is not COVID and that they are medically cleared to return to school, or they must 

quarantine for 10 days.  

Testing of Travelers and Contacts to Confirmed Cases 
Students or staff who are exposed to COVID-19 confirmed individuals, whether outside or within a 

school facility, or who have traveled for a duration of more than 24 hours to a travel-restricted state, are 

required to quarantine for 14 days following the date of last exposure or travel. Districts will encourage 

these individuals to report their exposure or travel to the UCDOH by calling (845) 443-8888. 

If symptoms develop, these direct contacts will be considered to be positive pending verification by a 

test; testing will be strongly encouraged during routine contact monitoring performed by the UCDOH.  

These individuals may not be permitted to return to school facilities until their quarantine period has 

concluded, as verified by documentation from the UCDOH. 

.  

District Contact Tracing Plan 
NYSDOH Plan Requirements 

Provide details about how each school will work with, support, and supplement the contact 

tracing efforts of their local health department. Plans must include protocols for symptomatic 

individuals and positive cases in school, and proximate contacts; and a determination for how 

students and or staff need to be tested to adequately isolate and mitigate additional exposure 

to COVID-19. The plan must also specify the roles will the Responsible Party’s staff will 

perform and who among the staff will perform these tests. 

 

While the UCDOH has the primary responsibility for case investigation and contact tracing, effective 

contact tracing is a collaborative effort that requires the assistance of the District, schools, and families. 

https://covid19.ulstercountyny.gov/get-tested/
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The District is expected to cooperate fully with UCDOH by providing staff and student lists, schedules, 

and other information to identify suspected or confirmed cases and exposed individuals and to more 

efficiently and effectively contain the virus.  

The District will work with the UCDOH to identify any contacts of all suspected or confirmed COVID-

positive students and staff. In consultation with the UCDOH the school medical health staff will identify 

close and proximate contacts and will provide contact information to the UCDOH for each contact using 

the UCDOH Case or Suspected Case management form. 

A close contact is anyone who was within 6 feet of a suspected or confirmed case for a continuous 

period of 10 minutes or more. Proximate contacts are individuals who have had brief close encounters 

or extended encounters at a distance greater than 6 feet with a suspected or confirmed case. 

Contact Tracing of Suspected Cases 
Contacts (close contacts and select proximal contacts) of a suspected case will be ordered to quarantine 

at the end of a 48-hour period after exposure to a symptomatic individual IF the suspected case: 

• fails to provide the district with a note from a qualified medical professional indicating the 
suspected case does not have COVID-19 related symptoms 

• fails to provide the district with a negative test report obtained after the exposure to District 
students or personnel. 

If the suspect individual’s test comes back (within the 48 period) negative, contacts can remain in class 

or on district property and the individual can return to class if asymptomatic. If the individual obtains a 

negative test result or a note from a HCP that indicates the individual does not have COVID-19 after the 

48 hour window, then the individual can return to school if asymptomatic and the contacts quarantined 

after 48 hours, can return to school or work.  If the test comes back positive, close contacts must go on 

a mandatory quarantine as ordered by the UCDOH, and they must continue to quarantine for a period 

of 14 days from last exposure even if they receive a negative test. Students and staff identified as 

proximate contacts will be reviewed by the school health care team in consultation with the UCDOH 

and MAY be required to quarantine if requested by the UCDOH. However, there is no need to inform or 

separate contacts of a symptomatic student or staff during the 48-hour waiting period. 

 

Contact Tracing of Confirmed Cases 
Any individual who has received notification from the UCDOH or a Health Care Professional (HCP) that 

they have tested positive for the virus will receive a phone call from a UCDOH Public Health Care (PHC) 

nurse. During the case investigation, PHC nurses will elicit contacts for further investigation. 

Travelers returning from restricted areas are considered contacts and are expected to quarantine for 14 

days from the date they arrived in New York State from a restricted area.  

Any individual identified as a close contact will: 

• Be contacted by a NYS Contact Tracer 

• Receive quarantine orders for 14 days from the County Health Commissioner 

• Be monitored via phone or SMS by trained Contact Tracers 

• Be provided support to facilitate their compliance with quarantine orders. 
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Information Sharing and Data Management 
The UCDOH will provide the District with a standard format for sharing of information that maintains 

compliance with HIPAA, FERPA and other appropriate regulatory standards. The document will contain 

the names, date of birth, age, names and addresses of parents or guardians and contact information of 

anyone who is identified as a suspected case, a confirmed case, a close contact or a proximate contact, 

and exposure dates and locations of anyone who is suspected of having been exposed to a COVID-

positive case. 

The following is a list of actions to be taken by either the District or by the UCDOH as a means of 

successfully conducting contact tracing: 

1. The District will ensure that contact records for all staff, contractor, student/family contact 
records are current and include email and cell phone information 

2. The District will ensure student schedules are up to date 
3. The District will maintain a log of any visitors, vendors, or contractors to the schools which 

includes date and time, and where in the school they visited, and who they interacted with. 
4. The District will provide a current list of staff and students to the UCDOH, upon request, in order 

to facilitate identification of positive COVID-19 cases in the schools. 

5. The District’s medical teams will notify the UCDOH using the UCDOH Case/Suspected Case 

Notification form within 1 hour of learning that a staff or student has been or may have been 

exposed to the virus1. 

6. The District’s medical teams will notify the UCDOH of any individuals directly exposed 2 to the 
COVID-positive person, along with contact details and the date and nature of exposure. 

7. The District Medical Team will consult with the UCDOH if uncertain about isolation and/or 
quarantine guidelines 

8. The UCDOH will notify the District of any positive test results they receive for staff or students of 
the District, within 1 hour. 

9. The UCDOH will coordinate Contact Tracing with neighboring counties’ Departments of Health, 

to identify any students or staff that live outside of Ulster County. This information will be 

shared with the District. 

10. If the District is unable to obtain a timely response from the UCDOH, the District Medical Team 

will provide interim guidance to affected students or staff, until such time as the situation can 

be reviewed by the UCDOH 

Ulster County will use the New York State’s Communicable Disease Case Management System 

(CommCare) to manage and monitor all individuals that are suspected or confirmed cases or have come 

into contact with a suspected or confirmed case. The CommCare system consists of an online application 

to manage case and contact data, trained Contact Tracers to monitor the individual via telephone and 

 
1 COVID-19 is a reportable communicable disease mandated under the New York State Sanitary Code (10NYCRR 

2.10, 2.14), including reporting by school nurses (10NYCRR 2.12). While the Family Educational Rights and Privacy 

Act (FERPA) generally requires parental permission for school personnel to disclose personally identifiable 

information from a student’s education record (including health information). But the law provides exceptions 

allowing disclosure without consent.  

 
2 As defined by CDC, NYSDOH 
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SMS, and a virtual set of tools to parse, analyze and report the data. The CommCare system is managed 

by the NYS DOH at the state level and the UCDOH at the county level.  

District Rapid Response Plan 
If any school in the District has three or more active cases at one time, involving more than one 

classroom, the school should close and work with the Ulster County Health Department’s Rapid 

Response Team on mass testing of staff and students, subject to parent or guardian permission. 

Testing will be conducted at one of Ulster County’s COVID-19 mobile testing sites or by members of the 

UCDOH Rapid Response team at a facility chosen in cooperation with the District. Anyone tested will be 

required to go on voluntary quarantine until they receive their test results, and the affected school 

building or facility will provide remote-only learning for two weeks. 

The UCDOH will also work with the New York State Department of Health to manage the containment of 

any evolving outbreak.  The District will ensure that all school spaces used by students and staff are 

cleaned in accordance with NYS requirements and that any space used by a COVID positive or suspected 

positive individual is decontaminated using the NYSDOH approved guidelines 
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Attachment 1: COVID-19 FAQ for Schools 
Pre-K to 12th Grade 
Last Updated: August 12, 2020 
Ulster County Department of Health (UCDOH) 
 

Q1: When and how should we report positive COVID-19 cases to UCDOH?  

A: Immediately notify UCDOH if a student, faculty or staff member tests positive for COVID-19: 

• Notifications should be accomplished using the UCDOH Case/Suspected Case notification form 

which is on line here: UCDOH Case or Suspected Case Reporting Form.   The schools should fill out 

the form with as much information as possible and then click the submit button at the bottom of the 

form.   

• Alternatively, the schools can provide the information requested in the form via secure fax to 845-

443-8888, and/or tracing@co.ulster.ny.us 

 

Q2. Are schools responsible for contact tracing for students, faculty and staff?  

A: While UCDOH has the primary responsibility for contact tracing, effective contact tracing is a joint 

collaborative effort - UCDOH will need the assistance of schools in providing staff and student lists and 

schedules and other information to identify exposed individuals, arrange for testing, etc. 

 

Q3. Will contact tracers release the name of the positive individual to their contacts?  

A: No. Contact tracers will tell potentially infected persons that they were exposed – they will not 

disclose the identity of the person to whom they were exposed. 

 

Q4. How long will contacts to positive COVID-19 cases be required to quarantine?  

A:  Individuals who are exposed to someone with COVID-19 will be required to quarantine for 14 days 

from the day they were last exposed. Please note that a negative test does not release an individual 

from quarantine. 

 

Q5. What resources will an isolating or quarantined person require?  

A:  An isolating or quarantined person will need access to a private room and a private bathroom. 

Individuals will also need access to food, medications and other essential items that will allow them to 

remain in quarantine. People who need assistance during quarantine or isolation can call 845-443-8888 

Q6. When should an exposed individual get tested for COVID-19?  

A: Testing should be conducted approximately 5 days after exposure. Exposed individuals must remain 

on quarantine until being tested and must immediately return to quarantine following such testing. If a 

person tests positive, they will be placed in isolation (for a period determined by the UCDOH). Even if 

the test is negative, the individual must continue to quarantine for the full 14 days 

https://schoolcovidreportcard.health.ny.gov/#/schoolData;schBedsCodeId=620600010022;dsBedsCodeId=620600;schoolType=Public;redirectToHome=true
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Q7. Where can students, faculty and staff get tested for COVID-19?  

A: A list of testing sites can be found on the Ulster County COVID-19 website 

https://covid19.ulstercountyny.gov/get-tested/ 

Students, faculty and staff can also call the Ulster County Hotline (Recovery Service Center) at 845-443-

8888, or the NYS COVID-19 hotline at 1-888-364-3065 for assistance locating a testing site. 

 

Q8. Is there a charge for COVID-19 tests?  

A: Charges may vary. Testing is covered by most insurance companies and will have zero patient cost or 

a standard co-pay. The most reliable way is to get tested for free is at a state-run test site, which is 

available at the mobile testing site at Anthony Wayne Recreational Area in Harriman State Park; for 

appointments and hours call (888) 364-3065. 

 

Q9. When can a person who has tested positive return to school? Is it the same process for students, 

faculty and staff?  

A: If the individual who tested positive has symptoms (Fever, Cough, Shortness of Breath/Difficulty 

Breathing, Chills, Repeated Shaking with Chills, Muscle Pain, Headache, Sore Throat, or New Loss of 

Taste or Smell) the Clearance Criteria for release from isolation are:  

• It’s been at least 10 days since the individual first started experiencing symptoms; AND  

• The individual hasn’t had a fever in at least 3 days, without taking fever-reducing medication (such 

as Tylenol); AND  

• Any shortness of breath/coughing/difficulty breathing, chills, repeated shaking with chills, muscle 

pain, headache, sore throat, or new loss of taste or smell has improved.  

 

If the individual who tested positive is asymptomatic the Clearance Criteria are:  

• It’s been at least 10 days since the person’s first positive COVID-19 test was collected; AND  

• The individual hasn’t had any subsequent illness 

 

Q10. Can we assume that students with antibodies are safe from contracting COVID-19?  

A: No, we do not have enough information about whether antibodies protect individuals from re-

infection and how long antibodies may provide protection. Antibody tests also CANNOT diagnose if an 

individual has active infectious COVID-19. A positive result can mean you had infection with COVID-19 in 

the past. A different test would be needed to determine active infection. 

 

https://covid19.ulstercountyny.gov/get-tested/
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Q11. Are rapid tests (Antigen or Molecular) reliable?  

A: Rapid tests provide results in under an hour, though they have a high rate of false negatives. Rapid 

antigen tests which are the most commonly performed rapid COVID-19 test cannot rule out COVID-19 

and should be followed up by a molecular test. Please see the FDA Coronavirus Testing Basics site, which 

includes a video. 

https://www.fda.gov/consumers/consumer-updates/coronavirus-testing-basics  

 

Q12. Do students coming back from vacation from states on Governor Cuomo’s travel advisory need 

to quarantine?  

A: Yes, students who are coming to New York from any of the states on the travel advisory need to 

quarantine for 14 days. The most up-to-date list of states is available here. 

(https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-traveladvisory#restricted-states) 

 

Q13. What qualifies as an exposure to COVID-19?  

A: Close contact is defined as being within 6 feet of a person displaying symptoms of or testing positive 

for COVID-19 for 10 minutes or longer. Close contacts will be required to quarantine. Proximate contact 

is defined as being in the same enclosed environment such as a classroom or office, but greater than 6 

feet from a person displaying symptoms of or testing positive for COVID-19. UCDOH will determine if a 

proximate contact should be under quarantine. 

 

QUARANTINE & ISOLATION CLARIFICATIONS  

Q14. Why is the isolation period for an infected person shorter than the quarantine period of a 

contact?  

A: The time period for incubation is different from the time period of illness and infectiousness. When a 

person is exposed to COVID-19, it can take anywhere from 2-14 days for the person to develop the 

disease (incubation), hence the quarantine period is 14 days. Once the disease develops, a person is 

infectious from 2 days prior to symptoms appearing to, at minimum, 10 days after the symptoms 

develop, hence the isolation period is at minimum 10 days, but can be longer. 

https://www.fda.gov/consumers/consumer-updates/coronavirus-testing-basics
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-traveladvisory#restricted-states
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Q15. Can you leave quarantine for a Covid-19 test or does your quarantine start all over after you 

went out to get that test?  

A: Yes, you can leave quarantine for a COVID-19 test; however, during travel to and from testing you 

should minimize contact with others, wear a mask/ face covering, observe distancing and utilize private 

means for transportation. No, your quarantine period does not re-start. However, even if you test 

negative, you must continue to quarantine until the full 14 days from the last exposure to a COVID-19 

positive individual. 

 

CONTACT TRACING QUESTIONS: 

 

Q16. In the event there is a large exposure, what is the plan if the DOH gets overwhelmed with the 

case load once school starts?  

A: The Ulster County Department of Health has been working in conjunction with the New York State 

Department of Health on contact tracing, using a joint system for tracking cases and contacts, This 

system also allows for both the county and state to have increased capacity of contact tracing should it 

be needed. 
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Q17. How do those testing positive at sites or who live outside of Ulster County or New York State 

integrate into the NYSDOH systems?  

A. Lab reports from ‘out of jurisdiction’ are transferred and reported to the state/county of residence (of 

record) of the individual. So for instance, if an Ulster County resident tests at a location in New Jersey, 

that lab result is reported to the New Jersey Department of Health, who transfers it to New York State 

Department of Health, and subsequently the Ulster County Department of Health. (Note: please make 

sure your current phone and address are correct at a testing location, so the results can be reported to 

the correct jurisdiction and local health department can follow up with communication). NYSDOH 

obtains lab reports on individuals who do not live (but work) in Ulster County and provides these to 

UCDOH. Likewise, if a school employee or student lives outside of Ulster County, we will notify the 

relevant County. 

 

QUESTIONS RELATED TO HOUSEHOLD CONTACTS: 

 

Q18. If a child tests positive and has a sibling in the school, should the school keep the sibling out of 

school?  

A: Yes, unless the siblings reside in separate households, the sibling must be placed on quarantine which 

would mean that the sibling should not attend school during the required period for quarantine. 

 

Q19. If a student/staff member is home on quarantine and then develops symptoms, please explain 

how that impacts attendance to school/work and what it means for the siblings that may have been 

continuing to go to school.  

A: If a student or staff tests positive, their household members will likely be considered close contacts 

and will need to quarantine. Students or staff testing positive will require isolation for a minimum of 10 

days 

 

Q20. If someone has to quarantine and has a family member in isolation is it 10 days+14 for the 

quarantine. Or would it be 4 more days?  

A: Determining quarantine periods can vary depending on the particular situation; the specifics will be 

determined in conversation with the Department of Health case investigators and contact tracers. Here 

are some sample scenarios (CDC: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-

sick/quarantine.html): 

Scenario 1: Close contact with someone who has COVID-19—will not have further close 

contact. 

 I had close contact with someone who has COVID-19 and will not have further contact or 

interactions with the person while they are sick (e.g., co-worker, neighbor, or friend). Your last 

day of quarantine is 14 days from the date you had close contact.  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
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Scenario 2: Close contact with someone who has COVID-19—live with the person but can 

avoid further close contact  

I live with someone who has COVID-19 (e.g., roommate, partner, family member), and that 

person has isolated by staying in a separate bedroom. I have had no close contact with the 

person since they isolated. Your last day of quarantine is 14 days from when the person with 

COVID-19 began home isolation.  

 

 

Scenario 3. Under quarantine and had additional close contact with someone who has COVID-19  

I live with someone who has COVID-19 and started my 14-day quarantine period because we had 

close contact. What if I ended up having close contact with the person who is sick during my 

quarantine? What if another household member gets sick with COVID-19? Do I need to restart my 

quarantine? Yes. You will have to restart your quarantine from the last day you had close contact 

with anyone in your house who has COVID-19. Any time a new household member gets sick with 



Revision 3 October 16, 2020 

Ulster County School District Testing and Tracing Plan 24 

COVID-19 and you had close contact, you will need to restart your quarantine. Date of additional 

close contact with person who has COVID-19 + 14 days = end of quarantine 

 

Scenario 4: Live with someone who has COVID-19 and cannot avoid continued close contact 

 I live in a household where I cannot avoid close contact with the person who has COVID-19. I 

am providing direct care to the person who is sick, don’t have a separate bedroom to isolate the 

person who is sick, or live in close quarters where I am unable to keep a physical distance of 6 

feet. You should avoid contact with others outside the home while the person is sick, and 

quarantine for 14 days after the person who has COVID-19 meets the criteria to end home 

isolation. Date the person with COVID-19 ends home isolation + 14 days = end of quarantine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q21. If a person travels to a state with a mandatory quarantine upon return to NY, but their child, 

who lives with them, did not travel, does the child also have to quarantine, or can they attend school? 

A: No, the child can attend school as long as the traveler in the household remains asymptomatic and 

does not test positive for COVID-19. 

 

Q22. Does the student have to quarantine if the parent had contact and is quarantining, but does not 

have symptoms?  

A. If a member of the household is quarantining because of either a known exposure to a COVID-19 

positive individual or because of travelling, other members of the household can leave the home if that 

person can quarantine properly from the household members. A quarantined person should: 

• Separate themselves from other members of the household  

• Use a separate bedroom and bathroom  

• Do not share linens, towels, eating utensils, cups and plates 

• Limit time in common household areas, such as kitchens. 
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Q23. What is the timeframe for contract tracing? Will you work with the school immediately? What if 

we are notified in the evening and siblings may be at school in am.  

A: UCDOH will notify relevant school staff upon learning of a positive test for COVID-19 at the school. 

UCDOH also verifies that individuals reporting a positive COVID test have a positive lab test result in 

order to proceed with further measures. Labs are required to report to New York State Department of 

Health any positive test results immediately, and local health departments aim to contact positive 

individuals within 24 hours of receiving that lab report. Schools should be conducting daily health 

screenings, including asking whether the child/staff has been in contact with a person who has tested 

positive. 

 

SHARING OF MEDICAL INFO/PARENTAL PERMISSION 

Q24. Do schools need parental permission to send COVID-19 related medical information to DOH?  

A:  COVID-19 is a reportable communicable disease mandated under the New York State Sanitary Code 

(10NYCRR 2.10, 2.14), including reporting by schools nurses (10NYCRR 2.12).  

https://regs.health.ny.gov/volume-title-10/content/reporting-cases-records  

https://www.health.ny.gov/forms/instructions/doh-389_instructions.pdf 

While the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) generally requires parental permission for 

school personnel to disclose personally identifiable information from a student’s education record 

(including health information). But the law provides exceptions allowing disclosure without consent. 

Under the “health or safety emergency” exception, even though a student’s positive COVID-19 test 

would be considered personal identifiable information, the school may report this information without 

parental consent to individuals whose knowledge of the information is necessary to protect the health 

or safety of students or other individuals. (See 20 U.S.C. § 6 1232g(b)(1)(I); 34 C.F.R. §§ 99.31(a)(10) and 

99.36.) These may include public health officials, school administration, trained medical personnel, 

school staff, and parents. The “health or safety emergency” exception is limited in time to the period of 

the emergency and generally does not allow for a blanket release of personal identifiable information 

from student education records.  

(Extracted from https://www.networkforphl.org/resources/faqs-covid-19-and-health-data-privacy/)  

See also https://studentprivacy.ed.gov/ 

 

THRESHOLD QUESTIONS:  

Q25. Is there a threshold of infections or absentee rates that would indicate a school should close?  

A: The Ulster County Department of Health does not make the decision as to whether a school or 

classroom should be closed because of COVID-19. That decision rest solely with the school and school 

district. The Ulster County Commissioner of Health has the legal authority to determine who needs to 

isolate and quarantine due to COVID-19 positive cases and/or exposure to a COVID-19 case. 

https://regs.health.ny.gov/volume-title-10/content/reporting-cases-records
https://www.health.ny.gov/forms/instructions/doh-389_instructions.pdf
https://www.networkforphl.org/resources/faqs-covid-19-and-health-data-privacy/
https://studentprivacy.ed.gov/
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Q26. What parameters/conditions/metrics should we use as an early warning sign that positive cases 

or absenteeism are increasing beyond an acceptable rate?  

A: Generally, schools in regions in Phase IV (which the Mid-Hudson entered on July 7th) can reopen if 

daily infection rate remains below 5% using a 14- Day Average. Schools will close if regional infection 

rate raises over 9% after August 1st. (To see the regional rate, go to https://forward.ny.gov/early-

warning-monitoring-dashboard) 

 

Q27. With regards to screening, should it be prior to entering the building or before they leave their 

house?  

A: School districts are required to have a protocol in place to perform temperature and health 

screenings for COVID symptoms. Screenings by the parent/guardian prior to school are preferred. (See 

the NYSED Reopening Guidance). Symptomatic individuals should not leave their households. Parents/ 

guardians/ students should be provided with information explaining the importance of monitoring for 

symptoms and remaining at home when ever symptoms are recognized. 

 

Q28. Previously, if there was a case, we had to close a building for 24 hours. Is that still the case?  

A: Typically, a 24-hour time period may be required for disinfection of an area or building. If disinfection 

can be conducted overnight or during a weekend disruption of classes could be minimized. The CDC and 

NYSDOH recommend:  

• Closing off areas used by a sick person and not using these areas until after cleaning and 

disinfection has occurred;  

• Opening outside doors and windows to increase air circulation in the area.  

• Waiting at least 24 hours before cleaning and disinfection. If waiting 24 hours is not feasible, 

wait as long as possible;  

• Clean and disinfect all areas used by the person suspected or confirmed to have COVID-19, such 

as offices, classrooms, bathrooms, lockers, and common areas  

Q29.  A student, faculty member or staff member fails to show up for work on the day scheduled. 

A: The individual with an unexcused absence should be screened and asked if they had any COVID-19 

like symptoms while absent.  If so, they must be quarantined like other symptomatic individuals and 

contacts of the person absent must be gathered and forwarded to the UCDOH. 

Go to the NYSED guidance for more information: 

http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/reopeningschools/nys-p12-school-reopening-

guidance.pdf 

 

 

https://forward.ny.gov/early-warning-monitoring-dashboard
https://forward.ny.gov/early-warning-monitoring-dashboard
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/reopeningschools/nys-p12-school-reopening-guidance.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/reopeningschools/nys-p12-school-reopening-guidance.pdf
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